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changed the county

Black squirrel takeover?
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COUNTRYSIDE
Rural news and inspiration

in the county

or ^yc
A new 150m boardwalk made
entirely of recycled plastic has
been installed at a Rickmansworth
nature reserve. The walkway at
Springwell Lake is composed of
'Hanit' - processed from secondary
plastics, dyed brown to resemble
timber and with a grain pattern.
Although more expensive than
timber, it is weather and rot
resistant.

The project was commissioned
by Affinity Water which manages
the site - part of a series of flooded
former gravel pits - to provide a
walking platform for anglers and
other visitors. It includes a pontoon
with a seat made of the same
material.

Hanit was developed by German
company Hahn to provide a
renewable solution for unwanted
and polluting plastics. It describes
the material, which can be used for
a wide range of building uses, as
'revolutionary'.

Sam Eagling Fernandez, regional
manager ofHitchin company
Maydencroft, which installed
the boardwalk, said the firm is

delighted with the result. 'Joining
forces (with Hahn) has enabled
us to offer alternative, sustainable
solutions to our clients,' he added.

Pictured are Grant Lake and Mark
Fearnley ofMaydencroft on the walkway
after completion of the works.

ED HUTCHINGS' BIRD OF THE MONTH ^^\

Exploited Asian beauty ^
Though this colourful and handsome
creature is Britain's most widespread
gamebird, it's not native. The pheasant's
natural home is Asia, from the Caucasus
eastwards to China. Its eating qualities
were appreciated by the English in the
early Middle Ages, when birds from the
Caucasus were introduced. By the end
of the 16th century, they were common
and from late in the following century
birds from China, distinguished by their
white neck rings, were being imported.
In modern times, the large scale rearing
of pheasants has led to the persecution
of many other species that are regarded
as 'enemies' ofgamebirds, despite the
protection afforded to them by law.

About half of the European pheasant

population is found in the UK, where
breeding numbers have doubled in the
past 40 years. Some 43 million young
pheasants are released into the British
countryside each year to fuel the pastime
of pheasant shooting. Only 13 million
are shot, so the rest must die of other
causes. What are the impacts of these
huge numbers of non-native birds on the
ecology of the countryside, other economic
activities and our own lives?

For nesting, pheasant favours almost any
thick ground vegetation, preferring areas
with trees. The nest, a shallow scrape in
the ground, has a clutch of seven to 15 buff
eggs. The cock has several females in his
'harem', so a nest may contain more than
one clutch.
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COMBATING
COURSING
The Country Land and

Business Association is

urging police to take a

tough stance against hare

coursing and for people

to be vigilant and report

suspicious activity. With

fields cleared of crops

after harvest, concerns

over hare coursing are

increasing, with police

in the eastern region

investigating incidents.

hlare coursing is a rural

crime where dogs are
used to chase, catch and

kill hares, with gambling

on the outcome common.

Damage to crops, gates,

hedges and fences, and

threatening behaviour is
common, the CLA said.

The organisation, which

represents farmers,
landowners and rural

businesses, called for

tougher sentencing to

deter perpetrators.

'We urge the police to

take the toughest possible

action against illegal

hare coursing, but they
need evidence to catch

perpetrators and bring

them to justice. This is why

we encourage people to

record and report any

suspicious activity to the

police.'
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